
 Elmdale School 
 Planning Priori�es for 2023-2024 

 The vision of Elmdale School is to provide a safe and caring learning environment, 
 fostering posi�ve rela�onships with all students and all families in our community. 

 Our overall goals as a school follow a consistent theme year a�er year, but 
 the way in which we are reaching them changes as specific needs and 
 resources change. Ul�mately, we want every child to feel safe at Elmdale 
 School while growing in their learning and their social-emo�onal well-being. 

 Planning Priority #1 – Student Belonging 
 That all students will feel safe and welcome at Elmdale School 
 Strategies and Success Indicators 

 ●  We use our Posi�ve Behavior Program including Green Slips and 
 Princi-Pal awards to celebrate and promote good behavior. Amber and Red 
 Slips allow us to track and make plans to improve poor behavior.  Building 
 posi�ve behavior goals helps reduce nega�ve behaviors across the grades. 

 ●  We use the Umbrella Project to equip our students to have posi�ve 
 social and emo�onal coping skills which help them live confident, healthy, 
 and meaningful lives in the face of life’s uncertain�es and struggles. 

 ●  Panorama Survey data is used to track student sense of belonging 
 and sense of safety at school. This drives programming to ensure that all 
 students feel safe and belonging at Elmdale School. 

 ●  School culture and community building are an important part of 
 school safety and belonging. School-wide assemblies, inter-grade ac�vi�es 
 such as reading buddies, as well as leadership opportuni�es for older 
 students (bus captains, lunch monitors, etc) help students feel belonging 
 and ownership in our school. 
 Planning Priority #2 – Literacy 
 Each year our goal is that every student grows at a rate of at least one grade 
 level in reading per school year. We saw a regression in the number of 
 students reading at grade level over the past three years and our goal is to 
 return to our pre-pandemic levels in Literacy. 
 Strategies and Success Indicators 

 ●  All students will par�cipate in regular guided reading, home 
 reading and literacy learning programs. Our Literacy Support Teacher will 
 support teachers in teaching students who have addi�onal reading concerns 

 ●  We do regular check-ins on literacy levels and adjust our 
 programming according to the needs of our students 

 ●  All students will be assessed on their reading level a minimum of 
 twice each school year 

 ●  Reading incen�ves during Summer and Christmas breaks to 
 encourage students to keep reading even in the off-season. 
 Planning Priority #3 – Numeracy 
 Similar to Literacy, in Numeracy our goal is to increase the number of 
 students approaching or at grade level in Mental Math Strategies. Over the 
 past several years students have come with lower school readiness skills in 
 math, and we are working on rebuilding strong founda�ons so that they can 
 be successful in math. 
 Strategies and Success Indicators 

 ●  Targeted numeracy programs including the “Number Talks” 
 resource, will be used to build the founda�ons of Mental Math for all 
 students 

 ●  Our school’s numeracy team works with teachers to find areas of 
 growth and look for Professional Development opportuni�es to equip 
 teachers with the tools they need to teach numeracy effec�vely to all 
 students 


