
General
Why is there a new report card?

The Manitoba government is introducing a new provincial report card to 
enhance the quality of education in Manitoba and to build stronger 
partnerships among students, their teachers and parents.

In the past, report cards were different in each school division and, in 
some instances, in schools within the same division. The new provincial 
report card will make sure that parents get consistent, clear information 
about how well their children are learning, what steps will help improve 
learning and what they can do to help.



Will the report card be easy to understand?

The report card is written in plain language. It tells you about your child’s 
strengths and where your child needs support. If you have questions about 
the report card, you can talk to your child’s teacher.

Is the provincial report card the same for all grade 
levels?

There are three report card formats: one for Grades 1 to 6, one for Grades 7 and 8 
and one for Grades 9 to 12.

Will there be teacher comments on the report 
card?

Yes. Teachers will write comments about your child’s school work and behaviour. 
The comments will help you understand how your child is doing and how to support 
your child’s learning.



How is my child assessed?

Academic achievement grades show how well students achieve curriculum learning 
goals. This is referred to as criterion-referenced grading. Academic achievement 
grades are not based on how your child performs compared to other students. 
Factors like attitude, effort and behaviour are reported separately from academic 
achievement. While it is understood that these factors affect academic achievement 
and therefore grades, reporting them separately provides parents with
more information about their child’s strengths and areas for improvement.

Teachers provide students with many ways to show their skills in and understanding 
of a subject. Achievement grades generally reflect your child’s most recent and 
consistent academic achievement. For example, this means that a low mark on an 
assignment early in a term might not be considered when determining your child’s 
grade for the end of the term if she or he has later consistently shown better 
understanding or skill in that area.



Can my child “fail” (repeat) a grade?

Yes. The decision to retain or to promote a student is based on a careful 
assessment of various factors, including, among other things, evidence of 
the student’s progress and growth. Promotion decisions are made by the 
school principal, who consults with teachers, parents and other specialists 
as appropriate. Decisions to retain or promote a student are always made 
in the best interests of the student.

When will the new report card be sent home?

Report cards are sent home in the fall, in the spring and at the end of the 
school year.



Will I get information from teachers at other times?

Yes. The report card is only one way of communicating with parents. Other 
ways include phone calls, emails, informal progress reports, parent-teacher 
meetings, student-led conferences and school newsletters.

What should I do if I am worried about my child’s 
school performance?

Talk to your child’s teacher. It will be helpful to make a list of areas where your
child is having trouble. Ask the teacher how you can work together to help 
your child succeed.



Student Programming

Your child’s programming refers to whether she or he is 
following grade-level curriculum, or other programming 
designed specifically to better address her or his learning 
needs.

If your child is not following grade-level curriculum in a 
subject, the report card will indicate which of the following 
three types of programming apply.



Student Programming
1. IEP programming

“IEP” refers to an individual education plan. A student who is 
not expected to meet grade level learning goals in a subject 
will have an individual education plan that describes her or 
his individual learning goals. The grades that this student 
receives on the report card reflect learning goals appropriate 
for that individual student, and those goals are clearly 
outlined in the student’s plan.

The “IEP” indicator may also be used when a student is working 
significantly beyond grade level in a subject area, and an 
IEP is in place for this. As above, the grades the student 
receives on the report card reflect the student’s learning 
goals as outlined in the plan.



Student Programming

2. EAL programming

“EAL” refers to English as an additional language programming. 
Students in the first stages of learning English as an additional 
language focus on learning English in that subject area.

The grades that this student receives on the report card are based on 
a balance of language and subject area learning goals appropriate for 
that individual student’s level of language development.



Student Programming
3. L programming
“L” refers to French literacy programming, and applies to the Français program only. 
Students who need more support to develop their ability in French to follow the 
provincial curriculum successfully may focus on learning French in the context of that 
subject area. The grades that this student receives on the report card are based on a 
balance of language and subject area learning goals appropriate for that individual 
student’s level of language development.
In the sample from the Grades 1 to 6 report card below, you can see where the type 
of programming is indicated by an “x.” If nothing is indicated, then your child is 
following grade-level curriculum learning goals. This includes cases where your child 
has adaptations.



Academic achievement of provincial 
expectations

Grades 1 to 6
In Grades 1 to 6, the following grade scale from 1 to 4 is used on report cards 
to show your child’s academic achievement for each subject category 
(explained below) within each subject.



Academic achievement of provincial expectations
Below is an example from the Grades 1 to 6 report card of this grade scale for a 
student taking mathematics with EAL programming in Term 2. Note that each 
individual subject category receives its own grade from the scale.

Subject categories
Subject categories are areas of knowledge and skill in each subject your child 
takes at school.
They are used for all subjects, from Grade 1 to Grade 8. They give you a better 
understanding of your child’s learning. The subject categories help to clarify for 
parents the “what” of student learning. They are designed to be a part of teaching, 
learning and assessment in all areas of the subject, not just when certain topics 
are being taught.



Learning behaviours
In addition to reporting academic achievement, report cards show your child’s 
effort and attitude in class, reported under “Learning Behaviours,” as illustrated 
and described in the samples on the previous page and below.

In Grades 1 to 6, learning behaviours are reported once on your child’s report 
card (for all subjects).

Learning behaviours are not included directly in 
students’ grades, but they can affect their 
academic achievement. The development of 
positive learning behaviours can result in future 
success for students as they progress through 
their lives both in and out of school. If students 
work independently, take initiative and respect 
classroom values, these skills will transfer to 
many other parts of their lives.



For more information
Visit the Manitoba Education website for more information about

• what your child is learning in different subject areas:

www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/parents/ (English Program)

www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/parents/fr_imm/ (French Immersion Program)

www.edu.gov.mb.ca/m12/progetu/parents/ (Français Program)

• the policies and guidelines for student assessment:

www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/

• the new provincial report card:

www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/report_card.html



Your input is welcome

Whether you are a parent or guardian, an educator, a student or an interested 
community member, your response to the new report card is important. Overall, 
did you find the report card clear and informative? Are there parts of the report 
card that can still be improved?

If you want to provide suggestions, please either mail them to the address 
below or visit the website indicated and fill out and submit an online feedback 
form.
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